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July 10, 2026
OMAHA Long Distance Travel Policy
Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to provide flexibility for Minor Hockey Associations (MHAs) and
players located significant distances from their Zone's major centre while ensuring
equitable competition and minimizing excessive travel demands on families.

Policy
1. Distance Threshold

o Minor Hockey Associations and players located more than 150 kilometres
from the major centre within their designated Zone shall not be required to
participate in OMAHA Zone or Sub-Zone league play.

2. Optional Participation

o Eligible MHAs and players may elect to participate in the applicable OMAHA
Zone or Sub-Zone league if they choose to do so.

o Participation is entirely voluntary for those meeting the distance
requirement.

3. Player Choice

o Individual players residing more than 150 kilometres from the Zone's major
centre who wish to compete at a higher level shall be permitted to try out for
and participate on an OMAHA Zone or Sub-Zone team, provided they meet all
applicable eligibility requirements.

4. Association Teams

o Aneligible MHA that elects not to participate in the Zone or Sub-Zone
program may form its own representative team(s).
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o Anysuchteam must participate in the OMAHA Tiering Weekend and all
required evaluation games.

5. Tier Placement

o Teams formed under this policy shall be placed into the appropriate
competitive tier based on the results of the OMAHA Tiering Weekend and
evaluation process.

o Oncetier placement has been determined, the team shall remain in that tier
for the remainder of the season, including league play, playoffs, and OMAHA
Championships. Mid-season movement between tiers will not be permitted
except under extraordinary circumstances as approved by OMAHA.

Guiding Principle

This policy is intended to balance player development opportunities with the realities of
long-distance travel, allowing families and associations to choose the participation model
that best meets their needs while maintaining competitive integrity throughout the season.

Yours in hockey,

Tim Giandomenico
OMAHA Chair

Tgiandomenico@omahahockey.ca
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